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Session Five

Living 
Generously 

Regret is a sense of loss or 
disappointment related to a person’s 
past decisions and actions. Many 
people live with deep regrets when 
it comes to their finances. Filled 
with anxiety about not having 
enough, they grasp at every dollar 
and desperately fight for what 
they think is theirs. They are held 
captive by the fear of scarcity.

Emotions run high when it comes 
to the topic of money. Our 
spending and giving are often 
driven by emotions and habits 
we learned throughout life. When 
fear motivates our finances, we 
inevitably end up regretting many 
of our financial decisions. We can 
live in financial peace and break 
the cycle of fear with God’s help. 

By trusting in God’s powerful 
and practical plan for our 
finances we can live free. At 
the core of God’s plan is the 
principle of living generously. 

Freedom comes when we live 
generously. Freedom from regret 
and fear comes when we invest 
in the lives of others. Living 
generously breaks the cycle of fear 
and connects us to supernatural 
blessing and the timeless principle 
of seedtime and harvest—we reap 
what we sow. To be clear, we do 
not give to get. We give to bless, 
and when we give out of a heart of 
generosity, we end up receiving the 
greater blessing—discovering it’s 
more blessed to give than to receive.

141Scripture taken from the New King James Version® unless otherwise noted.
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WEEKEND MESSAGE NOTES AND QUESTIONS:
Use the following space to reflect on what you learned from 
Pastor Steve’s message this weekend. Write down any 
questions you may want to discuss with your small group.   
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The key to 
being blessed in 
our finances is 

found in living a 
generous life.



CHECKING IN

Many people make daily financial decisions 
without any point of reference. Financial anxiety 
steals their peace, strangles them with debt, 
and damages their relationships. Their ways 
are not working. They need a way out.

Are you aware:

• 16 of the 38 parables Jesus taught focused 
on how to handle money and possessions?

• Jesus said more about money than 
any other subject, including the 
topics of faith, Heaven, and Hell?

• The Scripture contains approximately 
500 verses on the topic of prayer, less 
than 500 verses on the topic of faith, 
but more than 2,300 verses on the 
topic of money and possessions? 

The reason God spoke so much about finances 
in the Scriptures is He wants us to experience 
true financial freedom. God has a clear plan and 
wonderful counsel on managing our money. 
As we dig into the Scriptures and follow God’s 
ways, we discover the key to being blessed in 
our finances is found in living a generous life.

Continued on Next Page   145



Session Five

Get started with 
these questions:

Up Next

• Some people prefer to give gifts 
while others love to receive gifts. 
Which category are you in? 

• How did God speak to you from this 
If Only journey this past week?

Memorize 
these verses:

“…And remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’”

Acts 20:35 

But this I say: He who sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully.

2 Corinthians 9:6 

Watch The Lesson

Use the next page for notes to write 
your thoughts, questions, and things 
you want to remember from the 
teaching. After watching the video, 
have someone read the discussion 
questions in the lesson, then discuss 
among your group. Remember to 
try to share the responsibilities of 
leading the discussion each week.
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“…And remember 
the words of the 
Lord Jesus, that 
He said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give 
than to receive.’”

Acts 20:35 

But this I say: 
He who sows 
sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, 
and he who sows 
bountifully will also 
reap bountifully.

2 Corinthians 9:6 
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WATCH THE LESSON

…‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’

Acts 20:35b 

But this I say: He who sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully.

2 Corinthians 9:6 

“While the earth remains, seedtime and 
harvest, cold and heat, winter and summer, 
and day and night shall not cease.”

Genesis 8:22 

• God has a powerful, practical plan to help us 
live free from fear and regret in our finances.

You cannot fool God, so don’t make a fool of 
yourself! You will harvest what you plant.

Galatians 6:7 (CEV)

…A man’s harvest in life will depend 
entirely on what he sows.

Galatians 6:7b (Phillips)

148



• In the Scriptures, financial generosity 
is likened to the process of sowing 
seeds and reaping a harvest.

• If we want to live free from regret in 
our finances, we need to face our fear 
and sow seeds of generosity.

• The seeds we sow—whether good 
or bad—create our legacy.

• Generosity brings a supernatural 
blessing on our finances that stamps 
out fear and reverses regret.

• You are made for impact. The seeds 
you plant today impact eternity.

• Plant the seeds of the Good News of 
Christ, of truth, and of generosity toward 
others to live a life without regrets.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
In this section, talk about how you will 
apply the wisdom you have learned 
from the weekend message and 
the small group study. Then think 
about practical steps you can take 
to live out what you’ve learned.

Read Galatians 6:7–10 (CEV)
You cannot fool God, so don’t make a fool 
of yourself! You will harvest what you plant. 
If you follow your selfish desires, you will 
harvest destruction, but if you follow the 
Spirit, you will harvest eternal life. Don’t get 
tired of helping others. You will be rewarded 
when the time is right if you don’t give up. 
We should help people whenever we can, 
especially if they are followers of the Lord.

• Why do you think the topic of finances 
is scary for some people?

• What do you think people fear or 
regret most about their finances? 
What do you think people celebrate 
most about their finances? 
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Read Acts 20:35 
“I have shown you in every way, by laboring 
like this, that you must support the weak. And 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He 
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

• Acts 20:35 tells us it is more blessed 
to give than to receive. Sometimes 
a person’s motivation to give is they 
expect something in return. Do you feel 
it is important to give without expecting 
anything in return? Why or why not?  

• The principle of sowing and reaping is 
found throughout Scripture. This principle 
is true not only for finances, but in many 
areas of our lives. Can you think of 
someone who had an experience (positive 
or negative) where they reaped what they 
had sown? How did this impact their life? 

• A person with a generous eye looks at life 
through the lens of how they can serve, 
love, and bless others. What are some 
examples of living life with a generous eye? 

• You are made for impact. The seeds 
you plant today can impact eternity. 
What kind of legacy do you want to 
leave in this life? How can you begin 
planting seeds for your legacy? 
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MY ONE THING
What one thing will I focus on from the things 
I have learned, or what one thing do I need 
God to speak to me about this week?

I COMMIT TO…

 ¡ Sow a financial seed to help those who are hurting or in need

 ¡ Increase the percentage of giving in my budget

 ¡ Commit to doing one simple act of generosity 
for someone in my life each week

 ¡           

 ¡           
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests 
and praise reports. Write your personal prayer requests 
and make notes of how you can pray for each other. 

Prayer Requests

Praise Reports

Session Five 153



The seeds we sow, 
whether good or bad, 
create our legacy..



DIVING DEEPER
Take some time between now and the 
next meeting to dig into God’s Word.

This week we learned that if we want to live 
a life free from financial regret, we need to 
face our fear and sow seeds of generosity. 
Study the verses below to grow in your faith 
and to trust God with your finances. A harvest 
of blessing awaits you once you apply the 
principle of sowing and reaping in your life.

The generous soul will be made rich, and he 
who waters will also be watered himself.

Proverbs 11:25

Honor the Lord with your possessions, and 
with the firstfruits of all your increase; so 
your barns will be filled with plenty, and 
your vats will overflow with new wine.

Proverbs 3:9–10 

So let each one give as he purposes in 
his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; 
for God loves a cheerful giver. 

2 Corinthians 9:7

Session Five 155



Session Five

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in My house, And try Me 
now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “If I will 
not open for you the windows of heaven and 
pour out for you such blessing that there 
will not be room enough to receive it.”  

Malachi 3:10

Questions

• What is God’s response to 
the generous person?

• Have you ever felt God ask you to give 
a generous gift to someone? How did 
you respond? Is there someone God 
is speaking to you about? If you are 
comfortable, share that with the group.
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DAILY DEVOTIONS
You will need two items—a pen 
and this guide—to hear from God 
through these daily devotions!

What is God saying to you?
Open to your reading for the day. Take your time 
reading both the scriptures and devotional. Write 
out what you are hearing from the Bible under 
the first question, What is God saying to you?

What does it mean to you?
What do you think God is saying to you 
in this scripture and devotional? Ask the 
Holy Spirit to teach you and reveal Jesus 
to you. Write this out under the second 
question, What does it mean to you?

What action steps do you need to take?
Personalize what you have read by asking 
yourself how it applies to your life right now. 
Perhaps it is instruction, encouragement, a 
new promise, or correction for a particular 
area of your life. Write how this truth applies 
to you today in the third question, What 
action steps do you need to take?

Bring it to God in prayer.
This can be as simple as asking God to help 
you use this scripture or even a prayer for a 
great insight on what He may be revealing 
to you. Remember, prayer is a two-way 
conversation, so be sure to listen to what 
God has to say! Now, write it out in the 
space titled, Bring it to God in prayer.
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Daily DevotionsSession Five

Reflect
We often experience regret as a result of loss 
or disappointment related to poor decisions 
or unwise actions. One area of regret we 
may experience is how we stewarded our 
personal finances. When we look to money 
as our source of security and peace, we 
find ourselves missing the mark on what 
should be most important—God.

When God is the center of our lives, we 
trust Him to be our provider and source 
of all we need. We read in Proverbs 3:5-6 
that our calling is to “Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart, and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct your paths.”

Trusting in God brings peace and security in all 
areas of our lives, including our finances. When 
we trust God with our finances, His perfect plan 
for our lives becomes clear. When we live with 
godly clarity and a generous heart, our focus is 
on fulfilling God’s purpose for our lives. Then, 
from our generous heart, we begin to live a life 
that impacts others through our desire to give.

Day 1

Scripture
The generous soul will 
be made rich, and he 
who waters will also 
be watered himself.

Proverbs 11:25
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What is God saying to you?

What does it mean to you?

What action steps do you need to take?

Bring it to God in prayer.

Day 1

Session Five 159



Daily DevotionsSession Five

Reflect
Can God trust you? For most of us the 
answer is hopefully “yes.” However, when 
we reflect on how we manage our finances, 
have we proven trustworthy to God? For 
example, what would your bank statement 
say is your highest priority? Does it prove 
your faithfulness and trustworthiness toward 
God? Being a faithful steward means we 
honor and prioritize what’s important to the 
person entrusting us with their possessions.

In seeing our relationships and possessions 
as God’s, it changes our perspective on 
how we steward them. It’s important that 
everything we do line up with God’s will and 
plan. Therefore, every financial decision is 
a spiritual decision. If we prove trustworthy 
in our choices and priorities, God begins 
to trust us with His resources, He knows 
they will be used for the greater good. 

To test your trustworthiness with God’s 
resources, a great question to ask 
yourself is, “How am I stewarding the 
resources God placed in my hands?” 

As you reflect on being a faithful steward, 
keep in mind these questions: How well are 
you stewarding the people and possessions 
God has entrusted to you? And, in what 
ways can you become a better steward?

Day 2

Scripture
Moreover, it is required 
in stewards that one 
be found faithful.

1 Corinthians 4:2 

The earth is the Lord’s, 
and all its fullness, 
the world and those 
who dwell therein. 

Psalm 24:1 
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What is God saying to you?

What does it mean to you?

What action steps do you need to take?

Bring it to God in prayer.

Day 2
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Daily DevotionsSession Five

Reflect
There’s more to stewarding our finances than 
managing the budget. We must understand 
our relationship with money. Often, emotions 
and past experiences fuel our spending habits, 
thereby impacting our lives. If you grew up 
in a home that always worried about money, 
you probably have a negative perspective or 
relationship with money. A history of financial 
lack and worry can lead to unhealthy financial 
fear, subsequently crippling our understanding 
of biblical stewardship and giving. We must 
guard against fear taking root in our finances.

Fear causes our hearts to harden and our hands 
to close. Living in fear affects our choices, limiting 
our generosity. We may want to be generous, 
but when our paycheck comes up short, or there 
is a downturn in the economy, or unexpected 
expenses come our way, we often revert to fearful 
patterns and miss God’s blessing in our lives.

The way to short-circuit fear in our finances 
is to face it head on. Jesus said it is more 
blessed to give than to receive. Generosity 
brings a two-fold blessing. First, when we 
give with a generous heart, it brings us the 
joy of knowing we made a significant impact 
on someone’s life. Second, God, in return, 
bestows His supernatural blessing on us for 
displaying His love through generous giving.

Day 3

Scripture
“I have shown you in 
every way, by laboring 
like this, that you must 
support the weak. 
And remember the 
words of the Lord 
Jesus, that He said, 
‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.’”

Acts 20:35 
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What is God saying to you?

What does it mean to you?

What action steps do you need to take?

Bring it to God in prayer.

Day 3
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Daily DevotionsSession Five

Reflect
It is not wise to focus our love on money. The 
Scriptures warn of impending sorrow if we 
do. However, many trust in money as their 
source instead of trusting God. Money is not 
designed to be our source–God is. This mindset 
and obsession with money skews our view 
of generosity. We become self-centered and 
self-absorbed, instead of looking out for the 
good of others. Selfishness eventually leads to 
greed. Greed is a very dangerous attitude. It 
can quickly move us away from trusting God.

Jesus, in Matthew 19:21, says to the rich young 
ruler, “…sell what you have and give to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow Me.” The young ruler was so attached 
to his wealth he went away sad instead of 
giving up everything to follow Jesus. He trusted 
more in his money than he did in Jesus.

The problem with loving money is it keeps us 
from pursuing God. We misplace our primary 
focus with pursuing materialistic possessions. 
Too many people say to themselves, “When 
I reach a certain financial goal, then I will 
give to God and do what He asks of me.” 
The time is now, not when. As you prioritize 
your life around Jesus and His commands, 
He will take care of all your needs. When you 
put your trust in Him and give as He directs, 
you will discover a new dimension of godly 
contentment. Thus, lancing “the love of money.”

Day 4 

Scripture
For the love of money 
is a root of all kinds 
of evil, for which 
some have strayed 
from the faith in their 
greediness, and 
pierced themselves 
through with 
many sorrows.

1 Timothy 6:10
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What is God saying to you?

What does it mean to you?

What action steps do you need to take?

Bring it to God in prayer.

Day 4 
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Daily DevotionsSession Five

Reflect
Our attitude when giving is equally important 
as the amount. When we give out of duty or 
guilt, we give with the wrong motivation and 
miss out on God’s blessings. The Apostle 
Paul tells us in the above scripture to have 
the right attitude, which comes from the right 
motive—to love God and love people. 

Our love for God and people positions us to 
live a generous life. We read in John 3:16, “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.” This 
well-known verse makes it clear that God is 
generous. Therefore, we can follow His example 
and give sacrificially for the benefit of others. 

It is much easier to be a “cheerful giver” when 
we know God owns everything and trusts us 
with His possessions. We cheerfully give out of 
an abundance mindset, instead of begrudgingly 
out of a scarcity mindset. True joy comes when 
we give with a generous and cheerful attitude.  

Day 5

Scripture
So let each one give 
as he purposes in his 
heart, not grudgingly 
or of necessity; 
for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 

2 Corinthians 9:7
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What is God saying to you?

What does it mean to you?

What action steps do you need to take?

Bring it to God in prayer.

Day 5
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Daily DevotionsSession Five

Reflect
The principle of tithing is a lesson in faith. God asks us 
to give the first ten percent of our income as an act of 
faith. When we step out in faith and return ten percent 
to God from what He has given us, we prove how 
much we love and trust Him. When we give our tithes 
out of obedience, God blesses us just as He promised. 
God takes our tithe, ten percent of our income, and in 
return for our faithfulness, provides for all our needs. 

Tithing is an act of faith. For many of us, we live 
on a tight budget. Month to month, we hope to have 
enough in the bank to pay our bills and provide for 
the needs of our family. The Scripture is clear, when 
we obey God by tithing, it shows we trust He will 
take care of our needs. Tithing is a great way to 
practice your faith and express worship to God.

Tithing is a test. When we tithe, God says He will 
take care of us. He even says to test Him with the 
tithe and see what He will do. You and I can never 
out give God because He always gives us more 
than we can give Him. Tithing tests God, but it also 
tests us. One of the best ways to grow and test 
our character is trusting God with our finances. 

Tithing is a blessing. God says if we faithfully 
give Him the tithe, He is committed to blessing 
us. He promises! He says there is not a room big 
enough to hold the blessings we receive! This 
does not mean we give to God in order to receive. 
However, it does mean He will bless us in ways we 
could never imagine. These blessings will come in 
material, relational, physical, and spiritual areas of 
our lives. Tithing is a way to worship God and an 
opportunity to trust Him. Trust God today, tithe, and 
watch the “windows of heaven” open up for you. 

Day 6

Scripture
“Bring all the tithes into 
the storehouse, that 
there may be food in My 
house, And try Me now 
in this,” says the Lord of 
hosts, “If I will not open 
for you the windows of 
heaven and pour out for 
you such blessing that 
there will not be room 
enough to receive it.” 

Malachi 3:10
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What is God saying to you?

What does it mean to you?

What action steps do you need to take?

Bring it to God in prayer.

Day 6
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Day 7 

Use the following space to reflect on what you 
learned this week and what God is saying to you.
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